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The genus Saulca Gray 1867 (family AmpuUariidae) has a

thill, wholly corneous operculum, as found in the American

genus Pomacca, and in this respect differs widely from the other

African x\mpullariidae, all of which have a calcareous oper-
culum. The corneous opercula are unfortunately not known in

a fossil state.

The only recent species of the genus Saiiha is *S'. vitrea

{Born)=HeIi.r vitrea Born (1780, p. 383, pi. 15, figs. 15-16),

originally described from an unknown locality, but now known
to occur in the West African coastal regions of Liberia and
Sierra Leone. The anatomy is at present unknown.

The possibility of the occurrence of Saiilea in East Africa

was first suggested by V. E. Fuchs (1936, p. 100) who con-

sidered a poorly preserved fossil from the Kaiso (Pleistocene)
beds of Lake Albert as possibly referable to this genus. Adam
(1957, p. 48), however, pointed out that this strongly carinated

shell was more probably a Vivipa)-us, perhaps a form of his own
species V. coxi from the same deposit, and he later (1959, p. 15),

correctly in our o]5iiiion, listed it in the synonymy of that species.

In 1962, Dr. B. A'erdcourt very kindly sent to the senior

author for examination a fossil shell, in the form of an internal

cast in limestone, from Miocene deposits at Kirimon, east of

Lake Bariiigo, Kenya, which, in spite of its poor state of preser-

vation, he had no hesitation in referring to the family Ampul-
lariidae (Pain, in Verdcourt, 1963, p. 7, tig. 10). This species
is dextral in form, with a short, conical spire and somewhat

barrel-shaped body whorl, features typical of the genus Saulea.
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It was not, however, sufficiently well preserved to make a

description of it possible.

Recently we have, through the kindness of Prof. Bryan Pat-

terson of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard Uni-

versity, received for study two further examples of this fossil

collected at Kirimon by the Harvard University 1963 Kenya
Expedition. These are both in a far better state of preserva-
tion than the original specimen, and have convinced us that all

represent a so far unknown fossil species of Saulea, which is

described and figured herein. It is to be hoped that future col-

lecting at Kirimon will produce further and perhaps even better

preserved specimens of this unique fossil, which has established

beyond reasonable doubt the existence of this genus in East

Africa in Miocene times, and its probably far wider distribution

during the Tertiary period.

Saulea Gray

Sduica Gia.v, 1867, ji. lOllU. Type species l).v moiiutypy: Hrli.r ritrrn

Born.

Saulea lithoides n. sp.

Holotijpc. MCZ28018, internal cast.

Pamtypc. MCZ28017, internal cast.

Horizon and locality. Late( ?) Miocene, at Kirimon. approxi-

mately 42 miles east of Lake Baringo and 38 miles SSE of Mara-

lal, Kenya, East Africa.

Diagnosis and description. An internal cast in limestone;

51/4 whorls are preserved, the apex being decollate ;
the spire

short, somewhat convex, the body-whorl oval or barrel-shaped in

outline and a little inflated at tbe periphery, %the total length ;

umbilicus very narrow, columella erect, curving slightly toward

the base. Aperture of moderate width, vertical, oblong. The

outer lip and base of tlic columella are missing in all the ma-

terial examined.

Measurements fin millimetres: approx. only)
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